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1. Introduction: complaints of FMJD member federations about demand for separate “membership of section 64 – IDF”

In the first months of this year FMJD received several complaints from FMJD member federations about a demand made by the FMJD section 64 president Mr. Langin that the FMJD members should also have to become member of “FMJD section 64 / IDF” to be able to participate under the normal condition in section 64 events (like one player free hospitality and meals).

2. Letter sent to section 64 by FMJD Executive Board

In April the FMJD Executive Board sent a letter to the FMJD member federations stating this demand from Mr. Langin was illegal / not according with the FMJD statutes and bye law and that FMJD members should have the right to participate in FMJD section 64 events without further conditions of membership of FMJD section 64 or, even worse, IDF.

3. Statements of some federations

· Ukraine, president Anatoli Yacenko: 

Ukrainian Draughts Federation (UDF) confirms that from the autumn 2012 till now, the President of the Section-64 FMJD V.Langin demanded from national federations to join the IDF.
We are confident that the IDF is an organization that was founded in contradiction with the FMJD Statute.
Therefore UDF stated that it will not join the IDF.
In response O.Langin imposed sanctions against ALL the champions of Ukraine, who participated in official tournaments FMJD from October 2012 till now.
Namely, all the champions of Ukraine, including adults, youths and hopes who have been discriminated against in comparison with the champions of the countries that have recognized the IDF, and therefore did not pay for food and accommodation.
Champions of Ukraine fully paid for meals and accommodation.
In Russian: .

Федерация шашек Украины подтверждает, что c осени 2012 года и до настоящего времени президент Секции-64 ФМЖД Олег Лангин требовал от национальных федераций вступать в IDF.

Мы уверены, что IDF является организацией, которая создана в противоречие с Уставом ФМЖД.

Поэтому Федерация шашек Украины заявила, что не будет вступать в IDF. 

В ответ О.Лангин ввел санкции против ВСЕХ чемпионов Украины, которые принимали участие в официальных турнирах ФМЖД с октября 2012 года и по настоящее время.

А именно, все чемпионы Украины, включая взрослых, юношей и детей, были подвергнуты дискриминации по сравнению с чемпионами тех стран, которые признали IDF и поэтому не платили за питание и размещение.

Чемпионы Украины полностью оплачивали питание и размещение.

· Latvia, president Guntis Valneris:

I would like to tell about the practice of separate membership within FMJD, which is used by Section 64 within FMJD and its leader Langin. Some not very long time ago it has come into minds of leaders of 64 Section to create its own membership, absolutely independent from the roof organization FMJD, part of which Section 64 counts. The official purpose is simple – to enlist the countries, which are “cultivating 64”, independently of FMJD. Only it is absolutely illegal according to Regulations of FMJD. The hidden purpose is also simple – to boast with a bigger number of member countries than FMJD. It is comparatively easy to be done, because even 1 person can represent the whole country – just being a student somewhere in Russia and paying 20 Euros annual fee per country one can take part at official FMJD 64 competitions. You just have to fill in the issued form “… the request for membership…”  But if there is bigger and honorable federation, which doesn’t agree on such illegal thing as double-membership, then there is another approach… Latvia has experienced it. Being not “a member of Section 64” the federation is entitled to send its players to official 64-Section competitions: World and European Championships Men, Women and Youth, but not entitled to have the organizers’ hospitality “for the first player from the country”….even if the federation is a long-time member of FMJD itself. In youth tournaments, where there are several girls’ and boys’ groups the expenses for “non-members” accumulate terrifically, because the accommodation and eating costs are high in 64 competitions. And one can’t choose for other staying location, because it is often determined in official competition regulations. This way it had come to the situation that Latvia was estimated much lower than Bulgaria, where there are just a few players in a country, because Bulgaria was an official member of Section 64. Of course, in such a situation the pressure from domestic 64-players’ side towards the federation board for “becoming of a member at any cost” was increasing. … and according to my belief not without some “advices” on part of  Section 64 people. Latvian Draughts Union tried to negotiate with Langin on “Lithuanian variant”. Lithuania last year made a sort of intermediate proposition letter: not officially becoming a member of Section 64 filling in the “affiliation form”, it issued a document, which speaks about “confirmation of membership”. A sort of Membership FMJD, which confirms (but not “affiliation”) automatically federation membership in any other Section of FMJD. Langin accepted Lithuanian proposition in 2012, but Latvia’s questions on whether the same would do for them, were not granted with an answer from Section 64. Only at the beginning of July 2013 such a Lithuanian variation was accepted for Latvia as well from Langin.

4. Contradictory statement of section 64 president

Mr. Langin wrote in an e-mail on August 3,2013:

There was no refusal and there is no refusal of the Section-64 to let the FMJD members participate in the Section-64 official FMJD tournaments under normal conditions. All the FMJD members may participate on the same basis in accordance with the terms and conditions that are normal for competitions of the Section-64.
5. Conclusion of FMJD Executive Board

The statements of our member federations and of the FMJD section 64 president seem to contradict each other.

We leave it to the FMJD General Assembly to form its own opinion and to decide upon this issue.

Do the members of FMJD want to accept the separate membership of section 64 or even worse with “IDF” or do the members of FMJD consider the section 64 as part of FMJD and should all FMJD members have the right to participate in FMJD section 64 events under the same conditions ?  

