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Report of the President

When I write these lines it was a year ago that we had our extraordinary General Assembly in Lille to discuss new Statutes. The meeting was a great disappointment as a motion was accepted to not even discuss these Statutes. Our Executive Board believes that new Statutes are urgently needed to bring us into the 21st century. Only with new, modern Statutes we might have a chance to become part of the Olympic Community by applying for membership again with the IOC. Some countries suggested forming a commission to study the requirements of new Statutes and write them. Those countries are completely free to do that and we look forward to the results. Our experience is that writing new Statutes takes an enormous amount of time and the involvement of many experts. We feel that we have done our task to the best of our abilities and that we presented you with excellent documents fine-tuned to the need of all sections. We eagerly await your initiatives but did not think it appropriate to take further initiatives ourselves. We also sensed minimal interest when we made a survey in the beginning of the year when only two Federations responded. We have to realize, however, that IOC recognition might be much more difficult without new Statutes and that the current Statutes and By-Laws are contradictory at places.

In the past twelve months many important events took place. In December the second SportAccord World Mind Games were a great success. Despite opposition in Lille, I managed to make checkers part of the delegation in Beijing and they played an interesting tournament. In June we had a very successful World Championship International Draughts in Ufa, Russia. It might be too easy to state that it was a championship for men, which it wasn’t as one woman, Zoja Golubjeva, qualified as well. Alexander Georgiev was the well-deserved winner but until the last moves it might have been Jean-Marc Ndjofang who could be World Champion. He now ended in second place and deserved the right to challenge Georgiev to play a match for the World Title in 2014. Many thanks go to Yuri Chertok who is the great organizer in Ufa and to the State of Bashkortostan that up to the level of the President is so much draughts minded.

On a personal note coming back to Ufa in June was special as I broke my hip there early March. Fortunately I had a very good surgeon who operated me very professionally. But draughts has made that I never will pass a security check on an airport again without a thorough body check. 

For the time to come we face a number of challenges. On the sportive side it will be difficult to have two World Cup tournaments again in 2014. Therefore we may have to think about a different qualification for the SportAccord World Mind Games in 2014. It is very important that all continents are present there and also the strongest players but we might think about ways and means how we can give young talents more room to develop their talent. It might be best that within FMJD a small commission is formed that takes these boundary conditions into consideration and then decides who will play. It would be much alike what FIDE does. 

Being a member of SportAccord, draughts is part of the international Sports Community. This means that we have to comply with doping regulations and that during important tournaments doping control is obligatory. In Oumar Thiero we have a very good doping officer. Fortunately draughts is not too much hindered by out-of-competition controls and the registration of whereabouts that are common in many sports. 

We also need to be worried about match fixing. This is strictly prohibited and can lead to huge penalties. In the last World Championship there was a clear case of an attempt to fix the result of a game and even worse the one who tried saw it as ‘normal’ practice. We need to be aware this is not normal at all and will not be tolerated, neither by FMJD nor by SportAccord or other international sports organizations. 

It might also be reasoned that the so-called grandmaster draws are a form of match fixing. Therefore new systems with tie-breaks after draws as to be played in the World Cup in Wageningen will rapidly become more popular. 

In the past year we have further improved our financial situation. That is very important for many reasons. In April 2014 our Bureau Officer Johan Bastiaannet will retire. The town of Amsterdam paid a large part of his salary but we cannot expect such subsidies again. It means that our bureau costs will increase considerably. We also urgently need a new website and like in virtually all international sports organizations we need somebody on the payroll to assist the President in his tasks. 

With the above in mind it is worrying that section 64 and Mr. Langin in particular are lobbying to receive money from FMJD. On the one hand Mr. Langin tells everybody during the World Championship 64 in St. Petersburg that the section 64 has more money than FMJD and in the meantime he wants money from FMJD for very wrong reasons. 64 Never contributed to the membership of SportAccord or IMSA and certainly did and does not want to be responsible for any deficits that might occur. This was shown very clearly after the World Mind Sport Games in Beijing in 2008 when FMJD paid all airport taxes that were unexpectedly charged by the organizers. Mr. Langin comes with proposals that money that is given to FMJD to organize tournaments goes partly to the section 64. We have formulated proposals to our sections that, in our view, are very advantageous for 64 and checkers and we advice very strongly against any proposals from Mr. Langin to erode the finances of FMJD in favor of 64. We have also received many protests against the new organization set up by Mr. Langin, IDF.

Despite the disappointing outcome of the extraordinary GA in Lille our Executive Board has worked in a good and positive spirit in the interest of draughts. It is a real pity that one or two member countries cannot resist their usual attitude to be negative about everything the Board does for draughts. You will receive with the documents for this Assembly a letter from the Belarus Federation that can be seen as insulting. For example, minutes of the GA in Lille were made with the greatest care but Belarus wants in these minutes what they would have liked to hear which is far from the truth. In 1998 the Belarus Federation managed to get approval from the GA to take the Grandmaster Title away from Mr. Shulman on very wrong reasons as we can prove. We ask this GA to reverse this shameful decision that was only in the interest of some persons in Belarus. 

In this General Assembly our tournament director Mr. Jacek Pawlicki, our General Secretary Dr. Frank Teer and I are at the end of our four-year term. It means that every federation could come with new candidates for these positions. However, none of our members found it necessary to propose candidates. Mr. Pawlicki, Mr. Teer and I believe that it is not appropriate, after the events in Lille, to lobby for another term. We may be available for another term when that is a strong wish from the GA. Otherwise we are happy to give our positions to people from which the General Assembly expects that they can achieve more for draughts than we did.

The Netherlands,

August 2013

Harry Otten

President FMJD

