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B. Short descriptions of proposals
1. Confirmation Annex 5 Swiss system

Based on the FMJD Annex 5 in French and the English Annex 5 about the Swiss system on rating, a new Annex 5 has been developed by the Technical committee. FMJD proposes to accept this new Annex 5 as our official Swiss system regulations.
2. Confirmation / acceptation Annex 12 World Championship all categories

Annex 17 was created some years ago by the Technical committee but has not yet been accepted / confirmed by the General Assembly.  FMJD proposes to accept this Annex about the World Championship all categories with an amendment about the creation of the reserve list because the Tournament Director did not agree with the procedure for the reserve list.
3. Confirmation / acceptation annex 17 World Championship Women

Annex 12 was created some years ago by the Technical committee but has not yet been accepted / confirmed by the General Assembly.  FMJD proposes to accept this Annex about the World Championship Women with an amendment about the creation of the reserve list.
4. Qualification for World Championship all categories 2015

FMJD proposes the following changes in the qualification rules for the World Championship 2015:
· No two direct places for the strongest countries (Russia, Netherlands) but add these places to the places for Europe.
·  For the qualification via the continental tournaments a maximum of 2 players per country who organised their national championships in 2013  and reported the results to the FMJD and maximum 1 player per country for other countries.
5. Qualification for World Championship 2015 Women

FMJD proposes the following changes in the qualification rules for the World Championship Women 2015:

· Not three places fixed for the strongest countries on the FMJD rating list but add these 3 places to Europe.
· 16 players instead of 14 players on request of the organizing federation China
· There will be  one extra player for Asia (2 instead of 1) and a place for the strongest player on the FMJD women rating list at 1-1-2015 who is not yet qualified.

· For the qualification via the continental tournaments a maximum of 2 players per country who organised their national championships in 2013  and reported the results to the FMJD and maximum 1 player per country for other countries.
6. Already qualified players may participate in a continental championship with qualification for the World Championship
FMJD proposes to delete the rule that already qualified players may not participate in a continental championship with qualification for a World Championship, which was accepted some years ago,  because it appears to be not practical.
7. Proposal for standard in payment for appeal to appeal jury

A player appealing to an appeal jury in an official FMJD tournament should pay an amount of 50 euro which is returned to him only  if the appeal is granted.
8. More players on official FMJD rating list

FMJD proposes to put all players with an FMJD rating on the official FMJD rating list.

Only for the top places, with a rating above 2350, the players have to be active enough.
9. title MI and GMI without first becoming MF (and MI)

FMJD proposes that it is no longer necessary first to become MF, then MI, then GMI. A player with enough MI master results directly receives the MI title and a player who has enough grandmaster results for the GMI title immediately receives the GMI title. Some striking examples: 
Cheick Drame (Mali) 4 MI norms and rating 2298 but only MF should be MI.

Iwan Tokusarov (Russia) 1 GMI norm and 4 MI norms, rating 2312 but only MF, should be MI
Example of the past: Mark Podolski, number 7 on rating list with rating 2390 but with title MF
10. Standard Fischer time schedule for World Championship all categories and women

FMJD proposes to change the time schedule for the World Championship all categories and the World Championship women to the standard Fischer time schedule of 1 hour 20 minutes plus 1 minute per move from the start of the game.

11. Proposal for light and temperature in playing room

FMJD proposes preferred temperature in the playing room of 20-23 degrees Celsius and preferred light of 500-700 lux on the playing table.

12. Allow shorter games counting for rating and titles

More and more tournaments are played with shorter thinking time than the official FMJD time schedules of minimum 5 hours for a game.

FMJD proposes to accept games with minimum 3 ½ hour playing time for the first 60 moves counting for rating and titles and games with minimum 2 hours thinking time for the first 60 moves counting only for 50 % for rating and not counting for titles. 

13. More flexible time schedules for normal games including 30 seconds Fischer system

At the moment the FMJD regulations still define the time schedule of 2 hours for 50 moves plus 1 hour for each subsequent 25 moves as the standard time schedule. However the practice has changed and this schedule is rarely used any more.

Many tournaments are played with less time than the standard time of minimal 5 hours in the current regulations.

FMJD proposes the possibility for more flexible time schedules for official competitions including the possibility for normal games with 30 seconds per move Fischer system .

14. Preferred method for dealing with irregular moves: calling the referee

A player whose opponent makes an irregular move preferably calls the referee who will decide what to do. In such a case the player has the right to stop the clock waiting for the referees assistance.
15. Right for the referee to add and/or subtract time from players in case of irregularities

The referee may subtract time from a player who makes an irregular move and may add time for the opponent. Depending on the situation this may be between 1 and 3 minutes.
16. More errors allowed in blind simultaneous World Record attempt plus some details

The number of errors allowed in a blind simultaneous World Record attempt is changed from 5 to the number of games divided by 4. It is reasonable that when the number of games increases also the acceptable number of errors increases. 

Furthermore some details are proposed for the regulations of this World Record which have become common practice during the world record attempts.
minutes.

17. World Championships hopes (girls and boys, maximum 10 years) and veterans (50 plus) are official FMJD tournaments

C. Explanation of proposals and text for proposed change in regulations
1. Confirmation Annex 5 Swiss system

See the new Annex 5 document.
The document is better structured as the previous Annex 5. Some new variants are also mentioned and details have been added about the settings of the computer programs Chess Arbiter and Tournament Manager for the standard FMJD Swiss systems .

2. Confirmation / acceptation Annex 12 World Championship all categories

See the Annex 17 document.
The article about the reserve list is now: (new text underlined)
This list is formed by the Executive Board of the FMJD after all qualification tournaments have been played and will be based, amongst others, upon the following criteria:

· Players with the highest rating on the active players rating list

· Players who did just not qualify from any of the qualification tournaments.

· Priority for young talented players

· No reserve place for a player who participated in a previous World Championship via the reserve list.

3. Confirmation / acceptation annex 12 World Championship Women

See the Annex 12 document
This list is formed by the Executive Board of the FMJD after all qualification tournaments have been played and will be based, amongst others, upon the following criteria:

· Players with the highest rating on the FMJD women rating list

· Players who did just not qualify from any of the qualification tournaments.

· players from active countries not yet qualified
· Priority for young talented players

· No reserve place for a player who participated in a previous World Championship via the reserve list.

4. Qualification for World Championship all categories 2015

Proposal for the full qualification rules for the World Championship 2015 :
1-2 the two players qualified to play the title match in 2014 (Georgiev and Ndjofang )

4. A third player from the World Championship 2013 (Boomstra)

5. Sponsor place 

6. Organisation place

For the following players a maximum of 2 players per country who organised their national championships in 2013  and reported the results to the FMJD and maximum 1 player per country for other countries:

Places 6-7 
Panamerican zone: 2 places, organisation PADCF

Places 8-11 
African zone : 4 places, organisation CAJD 

Places 12-13 
Asian zone: 2 places, organisation ADC

Place 14-20 
European zone : 7 places, Organisation EDC

5. Qualification for World Championship 2015 Women

Proposal for full qualification rules:
1-2 the two players qualified to play the title match in 2014 

3. Sponsor place

4. Organization place

5. FMJD wild card

For the following players a maximum of 2 players per country who organised their national championships in 2013  and reported the results to the FMJD and maximum 1 player per country for other countries:
6-15 places divided over continents: Asia 2,America 1, Africa 1, Europe 6  

16 best player on the FMJD women’s rating list of 1-1-2015 who is not yet qualified.

· Additional condition for all continents (places 6-15):  Nomination of  players only from a qualification tournament !

· Reserves - in order of rating list from different countries not represented yet (if 2 free places →  2 countries).

· The qualification tournaments have to be played before the end of 2014 !!

6. Already qualified players may participate in a continental championship with qualification for the World Championship

This rule that qualified players for the World Championship could not participate in a continental championship led to a situation in which a continental confederation had to organize other qualification tournaments  if they wanted all their players participating in the continental championship. FMJD wants to let the continental confederations decide for themselves  how they organize the qualification for a world Championship.
7. Proposal for standard in payment for appeal to appeal jury

FMJD proposes to add to the article about the Appeal Jury, Annex 2, article 2.11, the  following text: The protest must be accompanied with the sum of 50 € as a deposit from the signatory. The deposit must be handed to the Chairman of the appeals committee. If the appeal is granted, the sum shall be returned immediately. If the appeal is refused, the deposit is forfeited to the FMJD.

8. More players on official FMJD rating list

For the promotion of draughts it is important that there are many players on the official FMJD rating list. Some years ago we created a shorter official rating list because special rights (for reserve places and wild cards) were given to the top players on the list. This led to a very short official rating list which is not good for the image of draughts. 
FMJD proposes to put almost all players on the official rating list. Only for the top players with a rating above 2350 there are conditions to be on the list:

· at least 30 games counting for rating in the last 3 years

· or at least 7 games played in individual competitions in the last 3 years.

9. title MI and GMI without first becoming MF (and MI)

With this proposal we return to the situation before 2003.  Ayoung and talented player who reaches international master level or even international grandmaster level quickly should not have to wait until he has realized norms for all three titles MF, MI and GMI. 
He may become MI without first being MF or even GMI without first becoming MI or MF.

The following articles in Annex 10 have to be changed: (new text underlined, deleted text crossed out)  

5. Title of International Grandmaster (GMI)


This title is awarded to an MI a player who realises 3 or more new norms of GMI in approved international tournaments with at least 40 games in total. ........................... 

6. Title of International Master (MI)


This title is awarded to an MF a player who realises 3 or more new norms of MI or GMI in approved international tournaments with at least 30 games in total. At least one of the norms has to be obtained in an International title tournament (TIT). The candidate needs to have a rating of at least 2250 at the moment of realizing his last norm or in the future or in the past 
Article 4.6 is deleted entirely

 4.6
Reserved Application of norms & attribution of titles


When a player has obtained the MF title by also realising MI or GMI norms he needs new norms for the title MI and GMI.


However, the already realised MI and GMI norms may be used for the MI or GMI title if the player realises new MF norms. The player may then exchange the already realised MI or GMI norm with the new MF norm in such a way that the MI or GMI norm may be counted for th MI or GMI title. 

The same holds for the MI title obtained by one or more GMI norms.

The following players will get another title when this proposal is accepted (all players will become MI instead of MF):

Cheick sadibou DRAME (Mali)

Bruno FOPA (Cameroon)

Michiel KLOOSTERZIEL (Netherlands)

Jacob OKKEN (Netherlands)

Iwan TOKUSAROV (Russia)
10. Standard Fischer time schedule for World Championship all categories and women

At the moment the standard time schedule for the World Championship all categories and the World Championship women is the old standard official FMJD time schedule of 2 hours for 50 moves followed by 1 hour for 25 moves (for these World Championships followed by 20 seconds per move Fischer system from the moment the first flag falls).
As much as possible the time schedule for all official tournaments of the FMJD and for major international competitions should be the same.

More and more the standard time schedule in international competitions is changed to the Fischer time schedule with 1 hour 20 minutes plus 1 minute per move.

With this time schedule it is also easier for players and organizations to have days with two rounds.

11. Proposal for light and temperature in playing room

Add to Annex 3 article 3.1.1

The light intensity on the playing table should be 500 (minimum) to 700 lux

Add to Annex 3, article 3.1.2

The temperature in the playing room should be between 20 and 23 degrees Celsius.

Depending on the level of the competition the referee may be more flexible or less flexible with the conditions for light and temperature.
12. Allow shorter games counting for rating and titles

Change in annex 9 article 1.2.2.1:

1.2.2.1 Official time control described in Annex 3 article 6.1 with minimum 3 ½ hours for the first 60 moves.


Change in annex 9 article 1.2.2.2: (3 hours changed in 2 hours)

1.2.2.2 Other time controls (not shorter than 3  2 hours per round) are also possible but such competitions are not calculated for titles and the development factor is reduced by 50% compared to art. 3.2.3

Change in Annex 10, article 4.4.3.6:

4.4.3.6 The tournament has to be played following the international regulations for game and competition. The time schedules  used has to be one of the official time schedules  to be used are described in Annex 3 (see Annex 3, article 6.1). 

Time schedules with minimum 3 ½ hour for the first 60 moves are accepted for title norms. Tournaments with shorter time schedules do not count for titles.
13. More flexible time schedules for normal games including 30 seconds Fischer system

Proposal for new text annex 3, article 6.1 Rate of play:

Some standard time schedules for international competitions: 

a.) Fischer system with 1 hour and 20 minutes (or more, but maximum 2 hours) + 1 minute for each move.

b.) Old standard system : 2 hours for the first 50 moves followed by 1 hour for each subsequent 25 moves. If the first 50  moves havs been made in less than 2 hours, the time not used must be credited to the player and added to his time for the next moves.

c) 5 hours round: 2 hours / 50 moves + 30 minutes till the end

Other  time schedules are also acceptable with preference for time schedules with extra time per move with the Fischer system. Any combination of basis time and Fischer time is allowed under the following conditions:

The minimum added time per move with the Fischer system is 30 seconds for normal games. This may be less for semi-rapid, rapid and blitz games.

The total time for both players for a normal game should be minimum 2 hours for the first 60 moves. Games with less than total 2 hours for the first 60 moves will be considered to be semi-rapid, rapid or blitz.

A mimimum of 3 ½ hour total time for both players for the first 60 moves is necessary to fully count the game for rating and titles.

The Annexes 9 and 10 about rating and titles will exactly define which total time for the first 60 moves of the game will be acceptable for the games to count for rating and for titles.

In playing time schedules ending with a fixed time to end the whole game it is preferred to give a minor addition of extra seconds Fischer system per move from the moment that the flag falls after this fixed time.

If the tournament is played with a fixed time schedule and if electronic clocks are available it will be obligatory to use a system with extra Fischer seconds. Only when there are no electronic clocks available will it be allowed to play with a fixed time schedule without Fischer seconds at the end of the game.

Annex 3, article 6.12 last sentence : change 1 minute to 30 seconds:

However if the game is played with the Fischer system with 1 minute 30 seconds or more for each move, the player is said never to be in time trouble.

14. Preferred method for dealing with irregular moves: calling the referee

Because more and more games are played with the Fischer system and the importance of rapid and blitz tournaments is increasing it is necessary to have a good way of handling illegal or irregular moves.

With the current regulations  the only thing a player can do, especially when he is in time trouble himself, accept the move and go on playing or push the clock and demand that his opponent corrects the move.

To avoid that a player can deliberately make an irregular move to win time when playing with the Fischer system the following rule is proposed so that the player can not benefit from his irregular move. Also it gives a guarantee that his opponent is not disadvantaged by his action.
Proposed change in the FMJD regulations: 

New article Annex 3, 2.5a Procedure for irregular moves

In case a player makes an irregular or illegal move the preferred action of his opponent is to call the referee for assistance. Because the referee cannot be at his board immediately the player has the right to stop both clocks.

When the referee is at the board he will ask both players what happened, then decide if the player had a right to stop the clock and then decide what to do.

Apart from the normal actions of the referee like making an observation or giving a warning the referee may also decide to give a time penalty for the player who made the irregular move and may decide to add time for his opponent.

The time penalty should at least be equal to the time per move from the time schedule of the game if the game is played with a Fischer time schedule.

Change in article 4.4 start of the game:

From that moment on, both players are not allowed to stop both clocks, ……..

Change to:

From that moment on, both players are not allowed to stop both clocks, except in the case of an irregular move (see article 2.5a),  ……………………

15. Right for the referee to add and/or subtract time from players in case of irregularities

Apart from the current possible sanctions in Annex 3, article 2.5 the proposal is to add the possible sanction of a time penalty for a player who acts against the regulation and/ or adding time for his opponent.
New text for article 2.5: (new text is underlined)

2.5 sanctions.

All infringements of regulations must be sanctioned by the referee:

a. with a verbal comment

b. with a verbal warning which is also publicized 
c. with a time penalty and  an extra 2 minutes  time for the opponent  
d. with loss of the game (if necessary for both players)

e. with disqualification from the competition

according to the judgment of the Main Referee on the seriousness of the infringement.   

16. More errors allowed in blind simultaneous World Record attempt plus some details

The maximum number of errors allowed is the total number of opponents divided by 4 rounded up to the nearest integer value.

Remark: This maximum is set to avoid that the simultaneous event derails totally. If it becomes clear that the expert loses control of too much games the games have to be declared lost. 

This maximum of 5 errors was set when the number of opponents was about 20. The last 3 blind simultaneous events the number of errors was somewhat larger than this 5 without the players losing control of too much positions. 

It makes sense to have a number of acceptable errors somewhat in comparison to the increasing number of opponents. With the current  World Record of 30 games this would mean 8 errors allowed instead of 5.

The new text of annex 8c, article 19: 

If he repeatedly makes illegal or impossible moves the game will be declared lost for him.

If the expert makes more than 2 errors in one game or more than the maximum number of errors allowed in the total simultaneous match the game where the error occurs will be declared lost for him.

This maximum number of errors allowed is the total number of opponents divided by 4 rounded up to the nearest integer value.

Some details which are common practice in the blind simultaneous world record attempts:

Addition to Annex 8c, article 19:

 If the expert makes an impossible move the referee will inform him about the status of the two fields on the board related to this move. He will inform him about the status of the field from where the impossible move is made and about the field to which the impossible move is made.

Annex 8C , article 8, last sentence to be changed into:

The referee announces the move made by the opponent and the expert announces his move which is then repeated by the referee. Only when the move is repeated by the referee and not immediately corrected by the expert the move is considered to be completed and is executed on the board by the referee. Directly after the referee has repeated the move the expert still has the right to correct his move.
Annex 8C , to be added to article 19
When it is clear that the expert is thinking to be playing at another board he may correct the move without it being considered an error.

When the expert makes a “notation error” (e.g. giving the notation of a move as if he was playing with black instead of white) this is not considered to be an error.

17. Change in Annex 2, article 1.1.1:

World Championships as well as world championships for women, juniors (boys and girls), cadets (boys and girls), mini-cadets (boys and girls), hopes (boys and girls) and veterans (50 plus).
Addition to Annex 2, article 3f:

The age limit for youth is, at 31 December of the year of the competition, to be 20 years for Juniors, 17 years for Cadets, 14 years for mini cadets and 11 years for hopes. 
